POSITION OUTLOOK FOR 2010

QUARTERBACKS - In ‘08 ISU had to replace 3x all-conf QB
Luke Drone (#2 career passer) who threw for 2,222 (60%, 18-17) in
‘07. His 3Y backup Kevin Brockway won the job in ‘08 throwing for
1,745 (54%, 10-13) as a senior. LY they retd QB Drew Kiel (5 gm
who threw for 149 (64%, 3-2, 51 rush) as a rFr. Kiel started the opener
vs E IL hitting 20 of 22 (ISU rec) for 140 but suffered a ssn ending inj.
He was replaced by rFr Matt Brown, who started the final 10 and set
ISU frosh rec’s for att, comp & yds. He led the MVFC with 215.4 ypg
passing and was the MVFC FROY. Brown threw for 2,369 (64.2%,
11-6) and was the #4 rusher. True frosh QB Matt Lancaster (PS#194)
played in 5 gms, throwing for 183 (75.8%, 1-2) and was the #3 rusher.
All 3 return and this may be MVFC'’s deepest QB corps.
RUNNING BACKS - ISU ret'd 3 of their top 4 rushers in ‘08
led by Geno Blow (776, 5.4) and added in lllinois transfer Walter
Mendenhall (PS#72). Blow started the L/7 but suffered a shoulder
inj (out 2 gm) and was #2 (704, 5.1). Mendenhall led with 796 (6.3).
Kan Sttransfer Parrish Fisher added 411 (4.5).LY they lost 3 of their
top 5 but welcomed back Blow and Cliffton Gordon (102, 5.1) along
with starting FB Garin Harcar who was the #4 rec (152, 7.2). Blow
started the first 8 but finished #2 with 440 (3.5) but departs along
with Harcar (1 rec). Gordon started the L/3 and led with 542 (3.6)
and now returns. They add 2 transfers in Mich St's Ashton Leggett
PS#119) and Wisc’s Erik Smith (PS#85).

ECEIVERS - In ‘08 ISU retd 8 of their top 9 rec but had to
replace a 3Y starting QB and #1 receiver, saw their pass yds drop by
31ypg.WR Eyad Salem (1stTm MVFC), led with 843 (13.4) and was
#2in the conf in rec (63). Salem’s yds were more than the next 5 rec
comb. In‘09 they lost 5 of their top 7 but Salem ret'd and they added
in Middle Tenn transfer WR Ben Graves (MedRS here ‘08). With the
change to a more pass oriented Off their pass ypg increased by 74.
Salem led again with 943 (10.2) with a ssn rec 92 rec. Graves added
231 (7.5) but both now depart. They return 5 of the top 7 rec led by
Tyrone Walker (485, 13.1) and TE Casey Cline (195, 12.2) but TE
Cody White (10 sts, 193, 12.1) moves to the OL. They also add in E
Mich transfer Marvon Sanders (7 st, 377 yds 2Y at EM).
OFFENSIVE LINE - The OL retd just2 strsin‘08 and while the
rush ypc dropped from 4.7 to 4.5, ISU still topped 2,000 yds rush for
the 4th straight ssn. Last year they retd 3 OL who comb for 18 sts in
‘08 but lost three 11 gm st'rs incl 1st Tm MVFC C Jonathan St-Pierre.
They shifted to a more pass oriented Off (121 fewer rush att) and saw
their rush numbers drop to just 99 ypg with just 3.0 ypc but with mobile
QB's (#3 & #4 rushers) actually saw the sacks allowed drop from 23 to
Jjust 14 (3.4%). They return all 7 OL who comb for all 55 sts LY incl 2nd
tm MVFC LG/C Nick Bledsoe and add in starting TE White (10 sts). C
Cal McCarthy is still rehabbing from a torn ACL LY vs WIU.
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DEFENSIVE LINE- The DL ret 4 st's and added Doni Phelps
(PS#263JC) in ‘08. They allowed “just” 201 ypg rush (5.0) which was
an improvement, but their sack ttl fell from 14 to 11 (t-8th fewest in
FCS). In'09 the DL only lost DE Adam Blankenship (11 st, 20 tkl, 4
tfl) and returned DE’s Phelps (7 st, 32 tkl, 9 tfl) and Brandon Wilson
(4 st, 28 tkl, 5tfl). They also added Kansas St transfer Xavier Stewart

9/2 C Missouri (Thurs)
9/11 at Northwestern
9/18 at South Dakota St

4 ck’s record at Illinois St (6-5)
2010 SCHEDULE
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DEFENSIVE BACKS - The secondary retd 3 st's in ‘08 and
added JC Khenon Hall. They dropped 1 spot to #5 in MVFC in pass def
(181 ypg) and after allowing a poor 20-6 ratio in ‘07, they allowed an
even worse 23-3 ratio in ‘08. They returned 3 st'rs in ‘09 led by SS Kelvyn
Hemphill (9 st, #2 tkl'r) but lost FS Tom Nelson (#1 tkI'r) and NB Hall
(#6 tkI'r despite just 2 starts). They added in Wisc transfer Otis Merrill
(PS#246).They allowed 25 ypg more pass but increased their int's to 14,
their most since ‘06 (17) and allowed just 17 pass TD. They must replace
CB Chris Garrett (#7 tklT, 4 int). They ret 6 DB’s, who comb for 37 sts and
9intincl 2nd tm MVFC SS Kelvyn Hemphill (#1 tkI, 7.5 tfl) and former
Minn transfer CB EJ Jones (#6 tkI'r), who led the tm with 6 int.
SPECIAL TEAMS - 1SU retd most of their top ST players in
‘08 and added in Aub trans Zach Kutch (PS#12). K Steven Fetzer hit 6
of 10 FG and Kutch hit 3 of 4. P Bobby Kelsey avg 41.1 ypp (#8 FCS
35.7 net). RS Tom Nelson was the top PR (15.6, 1 TD) and KR (24.7,
1TD). They lost both Kelsey and Nelson LY. Kutch (1st tm MVFC) hit
22 of 29 incl 2 from 50+ and P Kevin Mazur avg 37.8 ypp with 34.2 net
but both now depart. They also lose their top 2 KR’'s and LS Joe Doyle
but return K Fetzer and top PR EJ Jones (8.9).
COACGHES - HC Brock Spack was Purdue’s DC for 12 yrs under
JoeTiller.Inhis 1styrhere ISU finished 3rd in the MVFC and had their
1st winning ssn in 3 yrs. OC Steve Farmer returned to ULM after 1
ssn in which his Off led the conf in passing. He was replaced by QB
cch Luke Huard. DC Phil Elmassian enters his 2nd yr here and was
reviously the DC at ULM, West Virg, LSU, VirgTech and BC.
ORECAST - The Redbirds retd 5 off strs LY and switched toa the MVFC race and could
spread offense. They moved up from #6 to #5 in the MVFC in scoring claim one ofthe expanded
and for a 3rd straight year were #4 in ttl off but led the conf in passing. playoff spots.
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